REMARKS 

Reconsideration and allowance of the subject application are respectfully 

requested. 

Claims 1-9, 11 and 19-20 are pending in the present application, with Claim 1 
being the sole independent claim. Claims 10 and 12-18 are cancelled herein without prejudice to 
or disclaimer of the subject matter contained therein. Applicants gratefully acknowledge the 
Examiner's indication that Claim 10 contains allowable subject matter. Claim 1 is amended 
herein to incorporate the feature of cancelled Claim 10. Claim 19 is amended herein to depend 
only from Claim 1 . 

Claims 1, 19 and 20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly 
anticipated by Lee et al. (EP 1 231 245 Al). Claims 12-17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(b) as allegedly anticipated by Patterson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,732,786). Claims 2-5, 7-9 
and 1 1 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly obvious over Lee et al. in view of 
Patterson et al. Claim 6 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly obvious over Lee et 
al in view of Kurabavashi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,985,975). Claim 18 was rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly obvious over Patterson et al. in view of Lee et al. 

Without conceding the propriety of any of these rejections, to expedite 
prosecution, Applicants have amended the application so that all pending claims include the 
feature of allowable Claim 10. The rejections are now moot and should be withdrawn. 
Applicants submit that the present invention is patentably defined by independent Claim 1. The 
dependent claims are allowable for the same reasons as Claim 1, as well as for the patentable 
features recited therein. Individual consideration of the dependent claims is respectfully 
solicited. 

The present application is in condition for allowance. Favorable consideration, 
withdrawal of the Section 102 and 103 rejections set forth in the Office Action, and an early 
Notice of Allowance are respectfully requested. 



Applicants submitted an Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) on November 



26, 2003, with one page of Form PTO-1449 attached. A copy of this IDS, including the PTO- 
1449 form, and the date-stamped postcard for it, are enclosed herewith. 



Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. office 



by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
below-listed address. 



Enclosure: Information Disclosure Statement 
of November 26, 2003 with copy 
of date-stamped postcard 

FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 

New York, New York 10112-3801 

Facsimile: (212)218-2200 

JKD:ayr 

173832 vl 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attdmey for Applicants 
Jpn K. Dudek 
Registration No. 30,938 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Sir 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of the accompanying: 

□ Response to Official Action. 

□ Check for $ (claims fee) 

□ Petition under 37 CFR Li 36 and Check for $ 

□ Notice of Appeal and Check for $ 

^^Information Disclosure Statement, PTO-1449 and A JC 



Date // / ZA*lCT*-> 
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documents 



□ Claim for priority and certified copies of 

□ Issue fee transmittal and Check for $ 

□ Other (specify) 

by placing your receiving date stamp hereon and returning to deliverer. 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. In accordance with the pre- 
OG Notice dated July 1 1, 2003, entitled "Information Disclosure Statements May Be Filed 
Without Copies of U.S. Patents and Published Applications in Patent Applications filed after 
June 30, 2003," only copies of the listed foreign documents and unpublished U.S. applications 
are enclosed. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English documents may be 



found in the specification at pages 2-4. Also, Applicants have obtained English language 



abstracts for the non-English patent documents and attached them to their respective copies. 
English language counterparts, if readily available, are also listed on the Form PTO-1449. 

The Examiner's attention is also directed to the following U.S. applications. 
APPLN. NO. FILING DATE APPLICANT GAU STATUS 

10/662,282 September 16, 2003 Yoichi TAKADA, et al. unassigned pending 

10/661,969 September 15, 2003 Yasuhiro NITO, et al. unassigned pending 

FORMAL MATTERS 
In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), since a first Official Action on the merits 
of the subject application has not yet been issued, neither a certificate, petition nor payment of a 
fee is believed to be required for this Information Disclosure Statement. However, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee which may be required in connection with 
this paper to Deposit Account No. 06-1205. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed. 

CONCLUSION 

It is respectfully requested that the listed information be considered by the 
Examiner and that a copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that such 
information has been considered. 



Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington D.C. office 



by telephone at (202) 530-1010. AH correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address given below. 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212) 218-2200 

JKJD:ayr 
151208 v 1 
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